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Heritage Hill of Alexandria 
Townhouse Association (HHATA)

P.O. Box 10457
Alexandria, VA 22310

board@hhata.com

http://www.hhata.com/

Message from the President

Season’s greetings and Happy New Year to everyone. We hope you have 
enjoyed our Holiday wreaths decorating the HHATA entry monument 
and adding to Holiday cheer.

A special welcome goes out to our newest residents who joined us during 
the past year.  We hope you have found our community enjoyable.
During the past year the Association has been very fortunate to have 
several members of the community to volunteer for Board Director service 
for the community.  When our treasurer, KaShan Choy, stepped down, we 
were fortunate to have Pete Schertel step up for the treasurer position. The 
Association voted Pete onto the Board at the Annual Meeting. Because we 
are a self-managed community with limited financial means, this was a 
huge contribution by Pete, and a notable achievement of the Association. 
At the Annual Meeting, Jaeson Scott was also voted onto the Board and 
now serves as Neighborhood Watch Program Chair. The Association 
recently added Chris Rote to the Board. We now have eight Board 
Directors, of the nine authorized. We would like have a full complement of 
Directors, as authorized by in the Bylaws, which is nine. Therefore, we are 
asking Association members to please give consideration to volunteering 
for service on the Board. Please send me a note at president@hhata.com if 
interested.

During the year, the HHATA Board has been diligently working to 
get a better sense of the overall community consensus concerning 
improvements for the community. We have made a lot progress toward 
going green by fully transitioning to electronic notices and to online dues 
payments. The transition to QuickBooks accounting software for dues collection and management 

enabled the Association to generate electronic invoices for the 
first time during the final quarter of 2018. This enabled many 
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Have an idea for an article? Want to let the community know about 
an upcoming area event? 
Then reach out and contact the board and get started helping out 
your community today!
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homeowners pay dues online for the quarter. 
Beginning in 2019, all Association members 
will be electronically invoiced, and may pay 
annual dues online for the first time. Members 
will instantly receive receipts for dues payments 
online. Some of this progress was inspired by 
results of the community survey conducted prior 
to the 2018 Annual Meeting.

To facilitate communications with the Board, the 
following email addresses have been established 
for the Association:

Another important accomplishment of the Board 
during the past year has been improvements to 
published regulations for the Association. Since 
Association regulations are vital for maintenance 
and growth of home values by upholding 
standards in the community, it is important that 
HHATA regulations conform to best practices in 
the home owner’s association (HOA) industry 
and to the most recent state and local laws. 
To achieve this goal, the Board has already 
published Board resolutions governing several 
matters and will shortly complete publishing of 
the final set of resolutions. 

Because it is the duty of the HHATA Board to 
represent interests of Association members, 
it is important for the Board to receive input 
from Association members about community 
issues. Likewise, it is important for Association 
members to continue to support the Board by 
assisting the Board and considering service on 
the Board.

Your HHATA Board looks forward to another 
great year of service to the Association in 2019.

Don Lewis
President

Treasurer 
REPORT

As 2018 comes to a close, HHATA is in good 
financial standing. Our big project has been 
transitioning to the use of QuickBooks for our 
financial needs. Be on the lookout for your 
electronic dues invoice and we are proud to 
offer the community the convenience of online 
payment. At the annual meeting in May the 
community voted and approved a 9% percent 
increase in dues for 2019.  The new total is $1040 
for quarterly payments and $940 for annual 
payments. We look forward to the upcoming 
year and will do our best to manage our funds 
to cover our various community expenses and 
improvement projects as the budget allows.

Peter Schertel,
Treasurer

• president@hhata.com – directly 
communicates with the HHATA president

• treasurer@hhata.com – directly 
communicates with the HHATA treasurer

• board@hhata.com – directly communicates 
with all members of the HHATA board
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V.P. External 
Operations

Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay’s office
can often help direct you to the right person 
or number when you have questions about 
land use, transportation, or anything else that 
affects you from Fairfax County. For example, I 
asked them to reach out to DOT to replace the 
lightbulbs on both the East and West side of 
Telegraph Road by the Century 21 office. 

Real Estate Update
Economic indicators report positive news for 
home sales in Fairfax County. The prices and 
days on the market in Fairfax County continued 
going up and turning around faster than the 
previous year. Two of the last three Heritage 
Hill townhomes sold for $475,000, and $461,000, 
were end units and they sold the week they 
were listed. The last unit took longer due to a 
sale that fell though; it sold for about $450,000.  
Recommend that if you are considering selling, 
increase the sale price; invariably the buyer will 
ask you to reduce the price.

Michele Dynan,
V.P. External Operations

Maintaining HHATA home exteriors and yards 
in top condition are the best ways to insure 
that home values are preserved and continue 
to grow. The HHATA Board Architectural 
(ACC) Committee is responsible for leading the 
community’s efforts to preserve and grow home 
values. This is accomplished by supervising the 
ACC inspection service; and by reviewing home 
exterior modification proposals for compliance 
with published guidelines, that are forwarded to 
the Board. 

The ACC committee also handles home exterior 
and yard problem areas which are reported to 
the Board. The HHATA Board is soon publishing 
an ACC resolution that will provide a step-by-
step guide for the home owner concerning ACC 
matters. This guide will help promote a better 
understanding of how home owners can work 
with the ACC to make our homes grow in value 
even more. Thanks to you and your cooperation 
in making  our community an attractive place 
to live.

The ACC Committee

ACC REPORT
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

1. Please ensure you are locking your vehicles and homes when unoccupied.  If we do not 
make ourselves easy targets, statistics show we will be better off.

2. Remove all valuables and electronic devices from your vehicles.  Do not leave packages or 
clutter strewn about, as this can attract unwanted attention to your vehicle.

3. During the evenings, keep front porch lights on or install motion sensors.  Keeping homes 
well lit will deter unwanted snooping.

4. Ensure all doors and windows have adequate locks/bolts installed.  Sliding doors are a 
favorite target for criminals.  If your door causes concern, a piece of 2x4 jammed between 
the door and door frame when locked can prevent forced entry.

5. If you experience a vehicle intrusion and something is stolen, this should 
obviously be reported to the police.  If your vehicle is broken into but nothing is 
stolen, the Fairfax County Police advised the board this activity should still be 
reported to the police.  Intrusions where nothing was stolen can be reported here:                                             
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/howdoi/communityreportingsystem

6. Lastly, look out for each other.  If anyone sees anything of concern, please don’t hesitate to 
report it to the Board via board@hhata.com.  If it is an emergency, obviously call 9-1-1 first.

Neighborhood Watch
The entire area around our community has seen an increase in illegal car entries called car trespassing 
by the police.  In a few instances items left in cars have been stolen. Most of the targeted vehicles 
have been cars that were left unlocked overnight. Here are a few additional notes regarding crime in 
the area:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/howdoi/communityreportingsystem 
mailto:board%40hhata.com?subject=
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Parking
The board would like to point out a few items on parking within our community:

Thank you for everyone’s assistance in keeping our community a safe and enjoyable place to live! If 
there are any concerns or questions, please feel to reach out to the board at board@hhata.com.

Jaeson Scott
Neighborhood Watch Representative

1. Virginia law requires that all residents of the state of Virginia have their vehicles inspected 
and registered no later than 30 days after taking up residence in the state.  The only 
exception is Active Duty Military.  Unregistered vehicles and those with expired inspections 
cannot remain in the community parking spaces for extended periods of time and will be 
towed.  If for some reason your vehicle has an expired inspection or is unregistered, please 
communicate with the board the plan for the vehicle to prevent towing.

2. As a reminder, each townhouse may only park two vehicles in Association parking spaces, no 
matter how many drivers live in the house.  If there is a need for a 3rd vehicle to be parked at 
your house for a time period greater than a month, please notify the board. 

3. Please be considerate of your usage of non-reserved parking spaces.  While each house has 
only one reserved parking spot, if you know your neighbors have two cars and you are 
having guests over, the polite thing to do is have your guests park on either side of our lot 
where we have spare parking spots.  If it is during non-business hours (weekends or late 
week nights), the board has a standing agreement with the Telegraph Medical Complex 
building for excess overnight and weekend parking.

mailto:board%40hhata.com?subject=
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To maintain and grow home values, keeping 
our community in top landscaping appearance 
requires the effort of all Association members. 
Together, we can ensure that both our common 
areas and individual homeowner lots are 
well maintained.

Trees
HHATA has many mature trees in the common 
areas that occasionally need attention. During 
2018 we experienced only three fallen trees in 
the common areas; all of which fell in areas 
that were no threats to people or property. One 
damaged tree required immediate assistance 
from a tree care company; however, overall, we 
needed little tree pruning in 2018. Thanks to 
the fact that we put a lot of effort into removing 
dead and dying trees and pruning during 
2017 and 2016. Looking to the future, we are 
considering the services of a tree health care 
service that will provide us with a road map to 
even better care for the many mature trees in the 
community. This will be key to predicting which 
trees might present safety hazards to people or 
property during high wind or soggy ground 
conditions. During 2019, we will continue our 
normal tree maintenance work; pruning trees 
and removing dying and dead trees, as needed. 
Our large acreage of mature trees makes this 
work a necessary and an unending effort.

Mowing Operations
We are currently seeking proposals for 
landscaping and mowing services starting 
in 2019. As mentioned previously, one of the 
initiatives we are pursuing is obtaining a 
community handyman in our next landscaping 
maintenance contract due to begin in January 
2019. In addition to the usual mowing and 
periodic clean-up, the purpose of the handyman 
would be to constantly remove debris, twigs and 
other items from the common areas to maintain 
top appearance.

Enhancement of Curb Appeal
We continue to promote a project to enhance 
curb appeal and beautification “best practices” 
group in the community.  A lot of this will 
depend upon volunteerism. Zoysia is known as 
a very robust grass that will grow in any type 
soil condition, including marine clay like ours.
We are currently evaluating attempts to grow 
Zoysia type grass here in Association common 
areas. Zoysia is known to have advantages over 
other grasses such as needing less water, thriving 
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The Board constantly uses the Google Group 
to instantly update the community with critical 
notices and other information. The Google Group 
also provides a reasonable, effective and free 
method for Association members to communicate 
with each other in accordance with Virginia 
Property Owners Association Act (§ 55-510.2).  
If you are a resident or Association member in 
HHATA and are not a member of the HHATA 
Google Group, send an email to HHATA@
googlegroups.com with your street address to join.  

Don Lewis, 
HHATA Google Group Moderator   

in heat and cold, and choking out weeds. We 
have several other landscaping improvement 
projects in mind, but some are quite expensive.  
Since we have to work within our budgetary 
means there will always be a challenge to do the 
most amount of good with available funds. We 
will keep the community informed as we make 
progress in this area.

Common Area Upkeep
The upkeep of our common areas depends upon 
the help and cooperation of everyone in the 
community. We all receive many benefits from 
well-kept common areas in the community, 
not the least of which is individual property 
positive evaluation. We continue to ask residents 
to keep their personal items such as trash bins, 
toys, and other personal items off of common 
areas. Leaving these items in common areas are 
in violation of HHATA regulations and prevent 
contracted maintenance of common areas.   

Cable TV Installations
If your cable TV company has left your cable 
routed above ground behind your residence 
over 10 days, please have the company properly 
install the cable underground. Temporary 
cables may remain above ground for only 10 
days in accordance with industry standards. 
Above ground cables interfere with lawn mower 
maintenance and violate HHATA regulations. 
Please note that HHATA is not liable for damage 
to such cables.

Don Lewis, 
Landscaping and Maintenance

Don Lewis:  President, Site Maint., 
& Google Group moderator
Pete Schertel:  Treasurer & 
Newsletter Cmte.
Ranta Russell:  Secretary
Michele Dynan:  VP External Ops
Chris Rote:  VP Internal Ops 
Jaeson Scott:  Neighborhood Watch
Marie Vulaj:  ACC Cmte.
Andrew Reisig:  Website Cmte.

HHATA Board
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Greetings – as voted upon at the 2018 Annual Meeting, community dues will 
increase 9 percent in 2019 to cover special projects as needed, and to keep reserves 
growing.   Listed below are the due dates and amounts.

$260 per quarter (*)

January 15
April 15
July 15

October 15

*  If you choose to pay your dues in full (at a discount), please submit $940.00 by 
January 15.

Homeowners will not receive a notice or an invoice.  Since July 15, 1986, a late fee of 
$10.00 has been imposed for HHATA dues that are not paid within thirty (30) days of 
the due dates, plus 8 percent annum interest from the date of delinquency. Please make 
checks payable to HHATA and mail to P.O. Box 10457, Alexandria, VA 22310.  Any 
questions about dues can be sent via email to board@hhata.com.

As the winter months are upon us, we ask all homeowners to be diligent in 
observing their surroundings.  During periods of snow, please help keep sidewalks 
and mailboxes clear.

Happy New Year from the 
HHATA Board!!!!

2019 Quarterly Dues

mailto:board%40hhata.com?subject=
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Community REMINDERS
Recycle Your Tree!
If you receive curbside pickup of trash and recy-
cling, you can recycle your live Christmas tree 
(less than 8 feet) on your normal collection date.  
Be sure to remove all decorations or it will not be 
recycled! 

Parking Limits
Please observe the two car per unit limit rule for 
the community – one reserved parking space 
and one non-reserved space only.  

Storage of Trash Bins
All trash/recycling bins must be stored within 
the fence/property line (this also includes, but 
is not limited to, bikes, toys, storage sheds, yard 
equipment).  Ignoring this very simple rule cre-
ates problems for the landscapers and detracts 
from the overall look and feel of the community.  
Please help us by keeping all of your property 
within your property! 

Cigarette Butts and Dog Poop (oh my!)
We have received several complaints and have 
noticed an uptick in the amount of cigarette 
butts and dog waste being left behind from both 
2 legged and 4 legged residents.  We all value 
and share the common area of the community, so 
please do your part to protect it for all residents 
by disposing of all cigarette butts and dog poop 
in trash receptacles.  

It is vital to always clean up after your pet 
because of the environmental impact of potential 
exposure to local streams which make the water 
unsafe for human contact and result in higher 
costs to treating our drinking water. 

In additional to general common courtesy and 
environmental factors, it is the law and failure to 
clean up after your dog is a Class 4 misdemeanor 
and subject to a fine of up to $250 (County Code 
Section 41.1-2-6).

It is also important to remember that it is against 
the law to allow animals to run loose on the 
public property of others and must be on a leash 
and restrained by a responsible person when off 
the property of the dog owner. If you see a dog 
running free or if the animal bites or attackes in 
Fairfax County please call the non-emergency 
dispatch line - 703-691-2131. Animal Protection 
Police Officers will respond accordinly.

Emergency Contact Information Sheet
The New Year is a perfect time to make sure that 
your contact information is up to date.  If you 
have not done so, please fill out the form below 
and either scan and email to board@hhata.com 
or mail to HHATA, P.O. Box 10457, Alexandria, 
Virginia, 22310-0457 within 30 days. Please 
update as needed.

mailto:board%40hhata.com?subject=
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The HHATA Board of Directors is responsible for administering and maintaining the private property 
of HHATA, which includes community roads, security lighting, grounds, and certain other facilities.  
As such the board may have a need to notify individual owners or residents regarding their vehicles 
for parking lot/road maintenance or snow removal type work. The board may also need to contact 
individual owners or residents concerning fire or other emergencies that affect the community as 
a whole and work activities on community grounds. The HHATA Board of Directors requires the 
following information concerning each townhouse in order to fulfill these board duties:

OWNERS:
NAME (S)/EMAIL ADDRESS (S):          
               
ADDRESS (street, city, state, zip):          
PHONE(S) (cell, work, home):           
PHONE(S) (cell, work, home):           
ALTERNATE EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE#:        
VEHICLE #1 (make, model, color):          
VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE ID#1 (number, state):        
VEHICLE #2 (make, model, color):          
VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE ID #2 (number, state):        
 
RESIDENTS (if owners are not residents):
NAME (S)/EMAIL ADDRESS (S):          
               
PHONE(S) (cell, work, home):           
ALTERNATE EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE#:        
VEHICLE #1 (make, model, color):          
VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE ID#1 (number, state):        
VEHICLE #2 (make, model, color):          
VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE ID #2 (number, state):        
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT 
INFORMATION SHEET


